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CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 
This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. 
5 60/258,594, filed December 28, 2000. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention is directed to paint color cards and methods of using the 
same to market and select paints. 
10 Merchants who sell paint typically provide color samples of their paint to assist 

customers in selecting paint having a desired color and texture. Conventionally, multiple 
color samples are arranged on a single piece of heavy paper or cardboard, commonly 

fy ■ referred to as a color strip or color card. In a typical color card, the color samples 

m 

J* comprise small rectangular chips or swatches, each having an area less than about 2 

*S / 

4° 15 square inches. The swatches are of different colors and are arranged in close proximity to 
each other on only one side of the color card. Usually, the swatches are different tints and 
shades of a particular hue. A conventional color card typically has a length of about 6-10 
inches and a width of about 1 to 2 inches. 

Conventionally, color cards are displayed in fan decks and racks. In both of these 
20 types of display, the color cards are stacked on top of each other. In a fan deck, the color 
cards have aligned openings through which a pin or shaft extends. The color cards may 
be pivoted along the shaft in opposing directions to fan the cards out so that a plurality of 
the color cards may be viewed at one time. In a conventional rack, stacks of different 
color cards are held in rows of mounting slots or pockets, with each stack being 
25 comprised of identical color cards. In this manner, when a prospective purchaser removes 
one of the color cards from a stack, an identical color card comes into view, thereby 
maintaining a full display of all the different color cards. 

Conventional color cards have several deficiencies. When a color sample of 
particular interest is viewed next to other color samples in a conventional color card, the 
30 human eye tends to blend the colors together, thereby giving the viewer an inaccurate 
impression of the color sample of particular interest. The small size of the color samples 
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in a conventional color card also fails to impart the same intensity the corresponding 
paint would have on a large surface. A further deficiency of conventional color cards is 
that they are not adapted for determining the compatibility of paint to elements within an 
environment in which the paint is to be utilized. For example, if it is desired to evaluate 
the compatibility of a particular paint to fabric on a couch, a conventional color card 
containing the color sample corresponding to the paint is simply held up next to the 
couch and an evaluation is made. This type of comparison is merely unidirectional and 
fails to simulate the effect that will be produced when the couch is surrounded by a wall 
covered with the paint. 

In order to remedy some of the foregoing deficiencies of conventional color cards, 
a color card has been developed wherein the color card contains only one color sample. 
More specifically, the entire side of the color card is one color. This type of color card 
addresses the color blending and intensity deficiencies, but does not address the 
deficiency with regard to determining compatibility. 

Based on the foregoing, there is a need in the art for a paint color card that 
addresses the color blending and intensity deficiencies of conventional color cards and is 
also adapted for determining compatibility. The present invention is directed to such a 
paint color card and methods of using the same. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
It therefore would be desirable, and is an advantage of the present invention, to 
provide a paint color card having a substrate with a surface coated with a layer of a 
colored coating composition formulated to have a dried color that is substantially similar 
to the dried color of a commercially-available paint composition. The paint color card has 
formed therein a plurality of perforations defining a detachable chip section. 

Also provided in accordance with the present invention is a paint color card 
having formed therein a plurality of perforations arranged in at least one tear line. The at 
least one tear line at least partially defines a chip section. When the at least one tear line 
is severed, the chip section is movable to form a window in the paint color card. The 
paint color card has a substrate with a surface coated with a layer of a colored coating 
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composition formulated to have a dried color that is substantially similar to the dried 
color of a commercially-available paint composition. 

Also provided in accordance with the present invention is a method of marketing 
paint to a prospective purchaser. In accordance with the method, a paint color card is 
5 provided having a substrate with a surface coated with a layer of a colored coating 
composition formulated to have a dried color that is substantially similar to the dried 
color of a commercially-available paint composition. The paint color card has formed 
therein a plurality of perforations arranged in at least one tear line. The at least one tear 
line at least partially defines a chip section, wherein when the at least one tear line is 
10 severed, the chip section is movable to form a window in the paint color card. A display 
rack is provided having a wall The display rack is adapted for removably holding the 

Q paint color card. The paint color card is placed in the display rack such that the layer of 

Q 

fy the colored coating composition is directed outwardly and the chip section is covered by 

ij the wall, thereby preventing the chip section from being grabbed by the prospective 

=P 15 purchaser when the prospective purchaser removes the paint color card from the display 
s rack. 

Also provided in accordance with the present invention is a method of selecting 
fy paint. In accordance with the method, a paint color card is selected having a substrate 

g with a surface coated with a layer of a colored coating composition formulated to have a 

20 dried color that is substantially similar to the dried color of a commercially-available 
paint composition. The paint color card has formed therein a plurality of perforations 
arranged in at least one tear line. The at least one tear line at least partially defines a chip 
section, wherein when the at least one tear line is severed, the chip section is movable to 
form a window in the paint color card. An item is selected for comparison to the colored 
25 coating composition. The at least one tear line is severed and the chip section is moved to 
form a window in the paint color card. The paint color card is disposed over the item 
such that the item may be viewed through the window. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
The features, aspects, and advantages of the present invention will become better 
understood with regard to the following description, appended claims, and accompanying 
drawings where: 

Fig. 1 shows a planar view of a first side of a first paint color card; 

Fig. 2 shows a planar view of a second side of the first paint color card; 

Fig. 3 shows a schematic side elevational view of a portion of the first paint color 

card; 

Fig. 4 shows a planar view of a second side of a second paint color card having a 
chip section partially formed therein; 

Fig. 5 shows a planar view of the second side of the second paint color card with 
the chip section fully formed therein; 

Fig. 6 shows a planar view of a first side of the second paint color card with the 
chip section folded over to form a window; 

Fig. 7 shows a planar view of a first side of a third paint color card; 

Fig. 8 shows a planar view of a second side of the third paint color card; 

Fig. 9 shows a planar view of a color strip; 

Fig. 10 shows a perspective view of a portion of a display rack holding a stack of 
the first paint color cards and a stack of the color strips; 

Fig. 1 1 shows a chip section being detached from the first paint color card; and 
Fig. 12 shows the first paint color card disposed over the color strip. 

DETAILED ESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
It should be noted that in the detailed description that follows, identical 
components have the same reference numerals, regardless of whether they are shown in 
different embodiments of the present invention. It should also be noted that in order to 
clearly and concisely disclose the present invention, the drawings may not necessarily be 
to scale and certain features of the invention may be shown in somewhat schematic form. 
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As used herein with regard to a particular coating or paint composition, the terms 
"dried appearance 55 , "dried color 55 , and "dried finish 55 shall respectively mean the 
appearance, color, and finish of the coating or paint composition when dried. 

Referring now to Figs. 1 and 2, there are shown plan views of opposing sides of a 
first paint color card 10 constructed in accordance with a first embodiment of the present 
invention. Preferably, the first paint color card 10 is generally rectangular in shape and 
has rounded corners 12. The specific dimensions of the first paint color card 10 are 
primarily chosen based on marketing considerations. Physical constraints imposed by the 
manner in which the first paint color card 1 0 is to be displayed, however, are also taken 
into account. Generally, the first paint color card 10 has a length between top and bottom 
edges 14, 16 of from about 3 inches to about 12 inches, a width between side edges 18 
from about 2 inches to about 6 inches, and a length to width ratio of greater than 1 and 
less than about 4. In one specific application, the first paint color card 10 has a length of 
about 5.5 inches, and a width of about 3 inches, thereby yielding a length to width ratio of 
about 1.8. 

The first paint color card 10 has formed therein a plurality of perforations 20 
defining a chip section 22. As will be described more fully below, the chip section 22 is 
detachable from the first paint color card 10. The perforations 20 are arranged in tear 
lines 24 that completely define the chip section 22. Thus, the chip section 22 is 
surrounded by other portions of the first paint color card 10. In this manner, when the 
chip section 22 is detached from the first paint color card 10, a window 26 (shown in Fig. 
12) is formed in the first paint color card 10. The window 26 is defined by jagged 
interior edges 27 created at the tear lines 24 when the tear lines 24 are severed. 
Preferably, the tear lines 24 are arranged to generally form a square with rounded corners, 
thereby providing the chip section 22 with a generally square shape with rounded corners. 
The tear lines 24 are preferably located so as to position the chip section 22 substantially 
midway between the side edges 18, and in a lower portion of the first paint color card 10, 
toward the bottom edge 16. Preferably, the tear lines 24 are of such length as to provide a 
ratio of a side length of the chip section 22 to the width of the first paint color card 10 of 
about 0.2 to about 0.8. In the specific application referred to above, wherein the first paint 
color card 10 has a length of about 5.5 inches and a width of about 3 inches, the side 
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length of the chip section 22 is about 1.25 inches. It should be appreciated that the 
present invention is not limited to the chip section 22 having a generally square shape. 
The chip section 22 may have a circular shape, an elliptical shape, a triangular shape, or 
any other type of shape; however, a generally square shape is preferred. 
5 Referring now also to Fig. 3 there is shown a schematic side elevational view of a 

portion of the first paint color card 10. The first paint color card 10 is comprised of a 
substrate 28 having opposing planar first and second surfaces 30, 32. The first surface 30 
is completely coated with a layer 34 composed of a first colored coating composition. In 
this manner, the side of the paint color card 10 with the layer 34 is all one color and 
10 functions as one large color sample. Preferably, the substrate 28 has sufficient thickness 
to prevent the first paint color card 10 from curling or becoming rumpled at the edges 14- 
18. The substrate 28 may be composed of a cellulosic material, such as thick paper or 
cardboard, or a polymeric material, such as acrylic coated polypropylene or polyethylene 

m 

O terephthalate. Paper having a thickness of 10 pts. or greater has been found to be useful as 

15 the substrate 28. 
2 The first colored coating composition may be a solvent-borne coating 

ry composition or a latex composition. A suitable solvent-borne coating composition 

m 

jjf includes a cellulose-derivative resin, such as nitrocellulose, cellulose acetate, ethyl 

O cellulose, or cellulose acetate butyrate, and one or more organic solvents, such as 

20 acetone, methylethyl ketone, methyl acetate, methanol, ethanol, and/or nitromethane. A 
suitable latex composition includes one or more acrylic resins dispersed in an aqueous 
medium. If the substrate is composed of a cellulosic material, the first colored coating 
composition is preferably a solvent-borne coating composition. A latex composition may 
be used with a cellulosic substrate, however, the cellulosic substrate should be sized to 
25 seal its pores against the water in the latex composition. 

The first colored coating composition is formulated to have a dried appearance 
that corresponds to the dried appearance of a first commercial paint composition that is 
available for sale from a merchant who sells paint. More specifically, the first colored 
coating composition is formulated with pigments and/or dyes to have a dried color that is 
30 the same or is substantially similar to the dried color of the first commercial paint 
composition. This "color matching" is performed with a spectrophotometer or 
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colorimeter and preferably a computer, using known color matching processes. An 
example of color matching process that may be used is disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 
4,887,217 to Sherman, et al., which is assigned to the assignee of the present invention, 
and which is hereby incorporated by reference. In addition to being color matched, the 
5 first colored coating composition is preferably formulated to have a dried finish (e.g., 
gloss, satin, eggshell, etc.) that is the same or is substantially similar to the dried finish of 
the first commercial paint composition. 

The first commercial paint composition may be an architectural paint, an 
automotive paint, or any other type of paint. Since paint color cards are predominately 
10 used for architectural paints, the first paint color card 10 finds particular utility for use 
2 with architectural paint, such as exterior latex house paint. 

O Although the first colored coating composition and the first commercial paint 

□ 

fy composition have the same or substantially similar color, the first colored coating 

"i* composition and the first commercial paint composition may have different 

£ 15 compositions. For example, the first colored coating composition may be a solvent-borne 
[ composition, while the first commercial paint composition may be a latex composition. 

Preferably, the second surface 32 of the substrate 28 is completely coated with a 
thin layer 36 of a polymeric coating composition that imparts a glossy finish to the 
second surface 32. The polymeric coating composition may be comprised of a polyester, 
^ 20 urethane, acrylic, epoxy, or vinyl resin. First indicia 38 are printed over the second 

surface 32 of the substrate, in an upper portion of the first paint color card 10, toward the 
top edge 14. Second indicia 40 may also be printed over the second surface 32 of the 
substrate 28 in the chip section 22. The first and second indicia 38, 40 may be printed 
directly on the second surface 32 of the substrate 28, or, more preferably, on the layer 36 
25 of the polymeric coating composition. Depending on the size of the chip section 22, it 
may necessary for the second indicia 40 to have a smaller print size than the first indicia 
38 so as to fit in the chip section 22. Preferably, the first and second indicia 38, 40 each 
include a name and an identifying code for the first commercial paint composition to 
which the first colored coating composition corresponds. As shown in Fig. 2, an example 
30 of a name for the first commercial paint composition is "CHERRY CUSTARD DAWN" 
and an example of an identifying code is RD 12345. The name and/or the identifying code 
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of the first commercial paint composition is/are used to produce the first commercial 
paint composition at the point of sale, as will be described below. 

Conventionally, a merchant who sells paint stocks several different base 
compositions and a number of different colorant compositions. Most of the commercial 
5 paint compositions the merchant offers for sale are a combination of one of the base 
compositions and one or more colorant compositions, which are mixed together at the 
point of sale. The amount of base composition and the amount(s) of colorant 
composition(s) required to produce a particular commercial paint composition are 
contained in formulas that are stored in a book and/or a computer system located at the 
10 merchant's facility. The formulas are identified by the names and/or identifying codes for 
the commercial paint compositions the formulas represent. 

With regard to the first paint color card 10, the name "CHERRY CUSTARD 

ru 

^ DAWN" and/or the identifying code RD 1 2345 identify a formula for the first commercial 

Q paint composition to which the first colored coating composition corresponds. For 

^ 15 example the formula may be 1 gallon of a neutral base composition, 4/32 fluid ounces of 
j\ a red colorant composition, 2/32 fluid ounces of a magenta colorant composition and 3/32 

nJ fluid ounces of a yellow colorant composition. 

fU 

Upon viewing the first colored coating composition of the first paint color card 
h 10, a customer may decide that the corresponding first commercial paint composition has 

20 a desired color for a particular application. After making this decision, the customer takes 
the first paint color card 10 to a mixing station at the merchant's facility. An employee of 
the merchant at the mixing station views the name "CHERRY CUSTARD DAWN" 
and/or the identifying code RD 12345 on the first paint color card 10 and retrieves the 
formula identified thereby from a formula book or computer system at the mixing station. 
25 The employee then mixes the appropriate amounts of the neutral base composition, and 
the red, magenta, and yellow colorant compositions specified by the formula to yield the 
first commercial paint composition, which is then provided to the customer. 

Referring now to Figs. 4-6, there is shown a second paint color card 50 
constructed in accordance with a second embodiment of the present invention. The 
30 second paint color card 50 has the same construction as the first paint color card 10, 

except for the differences described below. One of the tear lines 24 is not present and the 
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remaining tear lines 24 only partially define a chip section 52. Ends 24a of the tear lines 
24 are separated by a space 54 in which the second paint color card 50 is not perforated. 
The chip section 52 is fully defined when the tear lines 24 are severed and a straight fold 
line 56 is formed in the space 54, between the ends 24a of the tear lines 24. The chip 

5 section 52 is generally square and has the same dimensions as the chip section 22 of the 
first paint color card. The chip section 52 may be folded over the second surface 32 of the 
second paint color card 50, thereby forming a window 58, as shown in Fig. 6. As with the 
first paint color card 10, the present invention is not limited to the chip section 52 having 
a generally square shape. The chip section 52 may have other shapes. For example, the 

10 perforations 20 may be arranged in a singular semi-circular tear line. When the semi- 
circular tear line is severed and a fold line is subsequently formed between the ends 

Q thereof, a chip section is formed having a flattened circular shape. 

O 

fjj Referring now to Figs. 7-8, there is shown a third paint color card 60 constructed 

pjj in accordance with a third embodiment of the present invention. The third paint color 

42 1 5 card 60 has the same construction as the first paint color card 1 0, except for the 

differences described below. The second surface 32 of the third paint color card 60 is not 

? " coated with the layer 36 of the polymeric coating composition and the first and second 

fU 

fU indicia 38, 40 are not printed over the second surface 32. Instead, the second surface 32 is 

Li, 

q coated with a layer 62 composed of a second colored coating composition, and the first 

20 indicia 38 are printed over the first surface 30. As with the first colored coating 

composition, the second colored coating composition may be a solvent-borne coating 
composition or a latex composition. The second coating composition is formulated to 
have a dried color that is the same or is substantially similar to the dried color of a second 
commercial paint composition that is available for sale from a merchant who sells paint. 
25 The dried color of the second commercial paint composition is different from the dried 
color of the first commercial paint composition. Thus, the first and second colored 
coating compositions have different dried colors. Preferably, however, the dried colors of 
the first and second coating compositions are complementary. 

The first indicia 38 are printed on the layer 34 of the first colored coating 
30 composition, over the first surface 30. The first indicia 38 are located in an upper portion 
of the third paint color card 60, toward the top edge 14. 
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Third indicia 64 are printed on the layer 62 of the second colored coating 
composition, over the second surface 32. The third indicia 64 are also located in the 
upper portion of the third paint color card 60, toward the top edge 14. Similar to the first 
indicia 38, the third indicia 64 preferably includes a name and an identifying code for the 
second commercial paint composition to which the second colored coating composition 
corresponds. As shown in Fig. 8, an example of a name for the second commercial paint 
composition is "FERMENTED APPLE EVENING" and an example of an identifying 
code for the second commercial paint composition is RD54321. As with the name and the 
identifying code for the first commercial paint composition, the name "FERMENTED 
APPLE EVENING" and/or the identifying code RD54321 identify a formula for the 
second commercial pain composition to which the second colored coating composition 
corresponds. 

It should be appreciated that instead of being composed of the second colored 
coating composition, the layer 62 may be composed of the first colored coating 
composition. In such an event, the third indicia 64 is removed and may be replaced by a 
fourth indicia identical to the first indicia 38. In this manner, opposing sides of the third 
paint color card 60 are substantially identical. 

Referring now to Fig. 9, a color strip 70 is shown that may be used with the first 
paint color card 10, the second paint color card 50, or the third paint color card 60 to 
determine color compatibility. The color strip 70 is comprised of a substrate 72, such as 
paper, having a planar first surface with a plurality of color swatches 74 formed thereon. 
The color swatches 74 are comprised of different colored coating compositions and are 
separated by strips 76 of uncoated portions of the substrate 72. The colored coating 
compositions are formulated to have dried colors that are the same or substantially 
similar to the dried colors of additional commercially-available paint compositions, 
which have dried colors different from the first and second commercial paint 
compositions. The dried colors of the additional commercially-available paint 
compositions and, thus, the dried colors of the colored coating compositions may be 
different tints and shades of a particular hue, or, less preferably, they may be different 
hues. For purposes of description, it will be assumed that the dried colors of the 
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additional commercially-available paint compositions and, thus, the colored coating 
compositions are different tints and shades of a particular hue. 

Each of the color swatches 74 is preferably rectangular in shape and has a size 
greater in every direction than the chip section 22 of the first paint color card 10. In this 
manner, a color swatch 74 will completely fill the window 26 formed by the detachment 
of the chip section 22 when the window 26 is placed over the color swatch 74. 

Names and/or identifying codes for the additional commercially-available paint 
compositions are printed on the color strip 70. The names and/or identifying codes may 
be printed on the first surface, in the strips 76, adjacent to their corresponding color 
swatches 74. 

The first, second, and third paint color cards 10, 50, 60 and the color strip 70 may 
be displayed in a fan deck or, more preferably, in a display rack. When the first, second, 
and third paint color cards 10, 50, 60 are displayed in a display rack, the chip sections 22, 
52 are preferably covered by a wall or a plate so that the chip sections 22, 52 will not be 
grabbed by customers when the customers remove the first, second, and third paint color 
cards 10, 50, 60 from the display rack, thereby reducing the chances that the chip sections 
22, 52 will be inadvertently detached from the first, second, and third paint color cards 
10, 50, 60. 

Referring now to Fig. 10 there is shown a portion of a display rack 80 holding a 
stack 82 of the first paint color cards 10 and a stack 84 of the color strips 70. The display 
rack 80 includes a plurality of spaced-apart vertical walls 86 arranged in a tiered manner. 
A plurality of horizontal walls 88 are secured between the vertical walls 86 to define a 
plurality of tiered troughs 90. Dividers 92 are secured to top portions of the vertical walls 
86 and extend rearwardly therefrom. The dividers 92 are spaced apart to divide each 
trough into a plurality of pockets 94. 

The stack 82 of the first paint color cards 10 is disposed in one of the pockets 94. 
In the stack 82, all of the first paint color cards 10 are positioned to stand vertically, with 
the layers 34 directed outwardly and the bottom portions of the first paint color cards 10 
directed downwardly. With the first paint color cards 10 so arranged, the layer 34 of an 
outermost one of the first paint color cards 10 is clearly visible to a customer so that the 
customer may evaluate the color thereof. The chip sections 22 are disposed behind a 
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vertical wall 86 and the bottom edges 16 are supported on a horizontal wall 88. In this 
manner, the chip sections 22 are covered by the vertical wall 86 and, thus, are protected 
from being inadvertently detached. A label 96 is secured to a top portion of the vertical 
wall 86 and includes the same information as the first indicia 38. 
5 The stack 84 of the color strips 70 is disposed in another one of the pockets 94 

located adjacent to and above the stack 82 of the first paint color cards 10. In the stack 
84, all of the color strips 70 are positioned to stand vertically, with their color swatches 
74 directed outwardly so that a customer may evaluate the colors thereof. 

Although not shown, the trough 90 containing the stack 84 of the color strips 70 
10 may contain a plurality of stacks of other color strips having the same construction as the 
p color strip 70, but of different colors, and the trough 90 containing the stack 82 of the 

first paint color cards 10 may contain a plurality of stacks of other color cards having the 
same construction as the first paint color card 10, but of different colors. Such an 
arrangement facilitates the selection of a color strip for a particular color card and vice 
versa. 

Referring now also to Figs. 1 1 and 12, a method will be described for using the 
jrj first paint color card 10 and the color strip 70 to select a commercially-available paint 

FU composition for a frame of a cabinet and a different commercially-available paint 

composition for doors of the cabinet. The color cards in the display rack 80 are viewed to 
20 determine a desired color for the commercially-available paint composition for the frame 
of the cabinet. For ease of description, it will be assumed that the color of the first 
commercial paint composition is desired based on the color of the first colored coating 
composition on the first paint color card 1 0. The top portion of the first paint color card 
10 is grasped and the first paint color card 10 is removed from the display rack 80. The 
25 color of the first colored coating composition is then compared to the color strips in the 
display rack 80 to roughly determine a desired hue for the commercially-available paint 
composition for the doors of the cabinet. For ease of description, it will be assumed that 
the hue of the additional commercially-available paint compositions is desired based on 
the colors of the color swatches 74 on the color strip 70. A top portion of the color strip 
30 70 is grasped and the color strip 70 is removed from the display rack 80. The chip 

section 22 is then detached from the first paint color card 10. The chip section 22 may be 
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detached by first applying pressure against the chip section 22 with a finger 100 to sever 
at least three of the tear lines 24, as shown in Fig. 11. The chip section 22 is then grasped 
and pulled in a direction away from and along the remaining tear line 24 so as to sever 
the remaining tear line 24 and fully detach the chip section 22, thereby forming the 
5 window 26. 

As shown in Fig. 12, the first paint color card 10 is placed over the color strip 70 
with both the layer 34 of the first paint color card 10 and the color swatches 74 of the 
color strip 70 facing upwardly. The first paint color card 10 is then positioned so that one 
of the color swatches 74 fills the window 26 and may be viewed therethrough. A 
10 determination is then made if the color of the color swatch 74 and the color of the layer 
P 34 of the first colored coating composition are compatible. If not, the first paint color 

P card 10 is then re-positioned so that another one of the color swatches 74 fills the window 

ru 

m 26 and may be viewed therethrough. Another determination is then made. This 

2 procedure is repeated until the color of one of the color swatches 74 is found to be 

H 5 1 5 compatible with the color of the first colored coating composition, or until all of the color 

5 

\* swatches 74 have been viewed through the window 26. If none of the colors of the color 

j^j swatches 74 are found to be compatible, another color strip is selected and the foregoing 

H 8 procedure is repeated until a color swatch with a compatible color is found. Once a color 

O 

swatch 74 with a compatible color is found, the name and/or the identifying code of the 
20 corresponding additional commercially-available paint composition is noted. The 

formulas for the first commercial paint composition and the additional commercially- 
available paint composition are retrieved using the names and/or identifying codes noted 
from the first paint color card 10 and the color strip 70, and the two paint compositions 
are produced therefrom at the mixing station. 
25 By viewing the color swatches 74 through the window 26, a customer perceives 

how the additional commercially-available paint compositions will look when surrounded 
by the first commercial paint composition, thereby giving a preview of how the cabinet 
will look when it is painted with the foregoing paint compositions. Such a preview 
enables the customer to better select paints for the cabinet. 
30 It should be appreciated that use of the first, second, and third paint color cards 

10, 50, 60 is not limited to determining the compatibility of different colors of paint. The 
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first, second, and third paint color cards 10, 50, 60 may also be used to determine the 
compatibility of different colored paint compositions with different types of wallpaper, 
curtains and upholstery. When doing so, portions of the wallpaper, curtains and 
upholstery may be viewed through the windows 26, 58 of the first, second, and third paint 
color cards 10, 50, 60. 

The first, second, and third paint color cards 10, 50, 60 of the present invention 
provide numerous benefits over conventional cards. Since each of the first, second, and 
third paint color cards 10, 50, 60 has at least one side that comprises a single large color 
sample, the first, second, and third paint color cards 10, 50, 60 avoid color blending and 
impart better intensity to the color sample. The ability to form windows 26, 58 in the 
first, second, and third paint color cards 10, 50, 60 permits portions of items such as 
wallpaper, curtains and upholstery to be viewed while surrounded by the color sample, 
thereby giving a more accurate impression of how the items will look when surrounded 
by a wall covered with the commercial paint composition corresponding to the color 
sample. The construction of the first, second, and third paint color cards 10, 50, 60 with 
the windows 26, 58 being formable therein (as opposed to the windows 26, 58 being 
preformed) permits groups of the first, second, and third paint color cards 10, 50, 60 to be 
stacked together without having interior edges (defining the windows 26, 58) becoming 
entangled. 

While the invention has been shown and described with respect to particular 
embodiments thereof, those embodiments are for the purpose of illustration rather than 
limitation, and other variations and modifications of the specific embodiments herein 
described will be apparent to those skilled in the art, all within the intended spirit and 
scope of the invention. Accordingly, the invention is not to be limited in scope and effect 
to the specific embodiments herein described, nor in any other way that is inconsistent 
with the extent to which the progress in the art has been advanced by the invention. 
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